Rafales (en catalan Rafels) es un Municipio espafiol de la Provincia de
Teruel, en la comunidad autonoma de Aragén. El término municipal,
ubicado en la Comarca del Matarranya/Matarrafia, tiene una poblacién
de 149 habitantes (2024).

Geografia

El clima es mediterrdneo de tendencia continental. Predominan los pinos,
matorrales y otras especies que se pueden visitar en el jardin botanico del
pueblo. La temperatura media anual es de 12,6° y la precipitacion anual, 450
mm.

Integrado en la comarca del Matarranya/Matarrafa, se sita a 168 km de la
capital provincial, Teruel. El término municipal lo cruzan la carretera nacional
N-232 entre los pK 102 y 105, y una carretera local, TE-V-3005, que se dirige
hacia La Portellada

El relieve del municipio es abrupto, con montes y barrancos entre las
elevaciones de la sierra de la Vifias. El Rio Tastavins hace de limite con el
municipio de Fuentespalda. La altitud va de los 968 m al sur (pico La Molinera)
en el limite con Monroyo, a los 510 m a orillas del Rio Tastavins. El centro del
pueblo esta a una altitud de 627 m sobre el nivel del mar.

Clima

En Rafales, los veranos son cortos, calurosos y mayormente despejados; los
inviernos son largos, muy frio, ventosos y parcialmente nublados y esta seco
durante todo el afo. Durante el transcurso del afio, la temperatura
generalmente varia de -1 °C a 29 °C y rara vez baja a menos de -6 °C o sube
a mas de 33 °C. La temporada de nieve del afio dura 2,8 semanas, del 25 de
diciembre al 13 de enero, con una precipitacion de nieve de por lo menos
25 mm en un intervalo mévil de 31 dias. El mes con mas nieve en Rafales es
enero, con una precipitacion de nieve promedio de 22 mm.

Rafales (Catalan: Rafels) is a Spanish municipality in the province of Teruel, in
the autonomous community of Aragon. The municipality, located in the
Matarranya/Matarrafa region, has a population of 149 inhabitants (2024).



Geography

The climate is Mediterranean with a continental tendency. Pine trees, scrubland,
and other species predominate, which can be visited in the town's botanical
garden. The average annual temperature is 12.6°C (53.7°F), and the annual
rainfall is 450 mm (17.7 in).

Part of the Matarranya/Matarrafia region, it is located 168 km from the
provincial capital, Teruel. The municipality is crossed by the N-232 national
highway between kilometer points 102 and 105, and by a local road, TE-V-
3005, which heads towards La Portellada.

The municipality's terrain is rugged, with hills and ravines among the elevations
of the Sierra de la Vifias mountain range. The Tastavins River forms the border
with the municipality of Fuentespalda. The altitude ranges from 968 m in the
south (La Molinera Peak) on the border with Monroyo, to 510 m on the banks
of the Tastavins River. The town center is at an altitude of 627 m above sea
level.

Climate

In Rafales, summers are short, hot, and mostly clear; Winters are long, very
cold, windy, and partly cloudy, and it is dry year-round. Over the course of the
year, the temperature typically varies from -1°C to 29°C and is rarely below -
6°C or above 33°C. The snowy season lasts for 2.8 weeks, from December 25
to January 13, with at least 25mm of snowfall falling over a sliding 31-day
period. The snowiest month in Réafales is January, with an average snowfall of
22mm.

Historia de Rafales

Los restos arqueoldgicos mas antiguos encontrados en el términos municipal
son algunas puntas de flecha de silex (periodo Calcolitico) indicador de unos
primeros pobladores, probablemente dedicados a la caza y recoleccion y de
caracter nomada.

El poblado ibero de “La Moratella”, situado en un morrén cercano al pueblo
(Aprox. S. V a.C.), confirma la presencia de una poblacion consolidada y con
cierta estructura social.

El origen arabe del toponimo “rafals” (paradores, alquerias o masias), coincide
con la leyenda que atribuye el origen del pueblo a un grupo de masias
llamadas “los rafelets”, al mismo tiempo que confirma la presencia musulmana
en la zona.

Después de la Reconquista pasara a la Orden de Calatrava y pasara a
depender directamente de Monroyo. En 1337 se le concede el titulo de villa.
El 18 de Abril de 1382 Pedro IV, estando en Valencia, concedié “mercado todos
los sabados y feria desde Todos los Santos por quince dias continuos”.
Mercado que actualmente se sigue celebrando como Feria de Recursos
Naturales y Medio Ambiente, el segundo fin de semana de Noviembre, fecha
cercana a San Martin.



En la guerra Carlista en 1835 el general
Fiestas Populares Cabrera atacé por dos veces la poblacion,
donde habia un destacamento de urbanos de
Alcoy, sin conseguir tomarla, aunque si fueron
saqueadas las masias cercanas.
Durante la Guerra Civil Espafiola (1936-1939) Se quem¢ el archivo municipal
y los retablos e imagenes de la Iglesia de la Asuncién y de la ermita de San
Rafael.
En 1983 se declara la villa de Réfales conjunto histérico-artistico.

History of Rafales

The oldest archaeological remains found in the municipality are some flint
arrowheads (Chalcolithic period), indicating early settlers, probably dedicated
to hunting and gathering and of a nomadic nature.

The Iberian settlement of "La Moratella," located on a hill near the town (approx.
5th century BC), confirms the presence of a consolidated population with a
certain social structure.

The Arabic origin of the place name "rafals” (inns, farmhouses, or farmhouses)
coincides with the legend that attributes the town's origin to a group of
farmhouses called "los rafelets,” while also confirming the Muslim presence in
the area.

After the Reconquista, it passed to the Order of Calatrava and became directly
dependent on Monroyo. In 1337, it was granted the title of town.

On April 18, 1382, while in Valencia, Peter IV granted a "market every Saturday
and a fair from All Saints' Day onwards for fifteen consecutive days." This
market is still held today as the Natural Resources and Environment Fair, on
the second weekend of November, close to Saint Martin's Day.

During the Carlist War in 1835, General Cabrera twice attacked the town,
where a detachment of Alcoy residents were stationed. He failed to capture it,
although the nearby farmhouses were looted.

During the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), the municipal archives and the
altarpieces and images in the Church of the Assumption and the Hermitage of
San Rafael were burned.

In 1983, the town of Rafales was declared a historic-artistic site.
Popular Festivals

SAN ANTON



Date of celebration: Saturday closest to January 17th.

During the morning, firewood is collected throughout the village to build the
bonfire.

In the afternoon, the "Diablets" collect the products that will later be auctioned
in the "offer."

At night, chorizos are roasted on the bonfire.

SANTA AGUEDA

Date of celebration: Saturday closest to February 5th.

All the women of the town celebrate the festival with a communal meal, during
which numerous activities take place.

In the afternoon, hot chocolate is offered to all the residents.

PATRON SAINT FESTIVALS

Date of celebration: Second Sunday in August.

6 days of festivities in honor of San Rafael. They begin with the ringing of bells
and end with a brotherhood dinner in the Plaza Mayor. Orchestras, pilgrimages,
processions, and numerous events take place throughout the festivities.

SAN RAFAEL

Celebration date: Saturday closest to October 24th.
Patron saint of Rafales. Pilgrimage and communal meal in the vicinity of the hermitage.



FERIA DE RECURSOS NATURALES Y MEDIO AMBIENTE
Feria de Recursos Naturales y Medio

Ambiente

Fecha de celebracion: Segundo fin de semana de Noviembre.
Organiza: Ayuntamiento de Réfales

El 18 de Abril de 1382 Pedro |V, estando en Valencia, concedid “mercado todos los
sabados y feria desde Todos los Santos por quince dias continuos”. Esta feria se
ha celebrado desde entonces hasta nuestros dias. En 1995 se decidié actualizarla
centrandose en la tematica de recursos naturales y medio ambiente. Durante el
segundo fin de semana de noviembre se realizan diversas actividades
relacionadas con el tema como: charlas, exposiciones, animacion a la lectura,
teatro...

Desde el afio 2004 se entregan los premios del Concurso Fotografico «Entorno,
paisaje y Medio Ambiente», organizado por la comarca del Matarrafna.

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT FAIR
Date: Second weekend in November.
Organizer: Réafales Town Hall

On April 18, 1382, while in Valencia, Pedro IV granted a "market every
Saturday and a fair from All Saints' Day for fifteen consecutive days." This fair
has been held ever since. In 1995, it was decided to update it, focusing on
the theme of natural resources and the environment. During the second
weekend in November, various activities related to the topic are held, such as
talks, exhibitions, reading programs, theater, and more.

Since 2004, the prizes for the "Entorno, Paisaje y Medio Ambiente"
Photography Contest, organized by the Matarrafia region, have been
awarded.



QUE VISITAR EN RAFALES

AYUNTAMIENTO

Del siglo XVI, es de estilo renacentista. Destaca su ubicacion: esta adosado a
la antigua muralla, sobre uno de los portales de entrada. En la pared
extramuros se encuentra el arco de entrada del portal de la Villa, y en la parte
de extramuros destaca la escalinata de piedra que da acceso a la primera
planta, la lonja, donde se hacia al mercado y se accedia a la antigua céarcel.

IGLESIA PARROQUIAL DE NUESTRA SENORA DE LA ASUNCION

Iglesia de estilo gotico levantino, construida en el siglo XIV sobre la base de
una iglesia romanica del siglo Xlll. La obra, tras un parén por la peste sufrida
en 1348, es el resultado de varias etapas constructivas. Robusta y austera
construccion en la que destaca el torredn en el lado de la epistola, lado donde
en el exterior se ubicaba el cementerio viejo.

CASTILLO DE LA ORDEN DE CALATRAVA

Rafales era una aldea de origen arabe (su nombre significa masia o caserio)
que dependia de Monroyo, bajo el dominio de la Orden de Calatrava, hasta
que en 1337 adquiere el titulo de la villa. Es en estos momentos cuando la
Orden construye este castillo del que apenas quedan vestigios, los mas
importantes son los restos del arco de acceso con la cruz de Calatrava en su
clave.

LA TORRETA

Construccion defensiva de los siglos XIV o XV gue formaba parte de la muralla
medieval de la poblacion que cerraba la villa y protegia una de las entradas a
la poblacion. Es de planta cuadrada y tiene una Unica ventana en su parte
superior. Después de perder su funcion defensiva pasé a formar parte de la
Casa de I'Hereu, familia terrateniente.

PLAZA MAYOR

En este espacio singular en forma de «L» se ubican los edificios mas
monumentales de la villa como Iglesia, la Casa Consistorial o la Fuente de la
Plaza. En su parte mas alargada dispone de porticos a ambos lados de su
recorrido. Siguiendo una tradicidn que se remonta a una concesion del rey
Pedro IV en 1382, en el mes de noviembre aqui tiene lugar una Feria.

PORTAL DE BOIRA O DE LA MONEJA



En una de las puertas de la muralla, de la que se conserva gran parte de la
pared de mamposteria y el arco de entrada de medio punto. Encima se
construyd una casa a la que se accede lateralmente, ejemplo de la arquitectura
popular tradicional, con elementos como la barandilla de madera labrada o la
pared revocada de cal tefiida de afil.

PORTAL DE SAN ROQUE Y PORTAL DE LA VILLA

Espacio de gran belleza y complejidad donde confluyen el portal de San Roque
y el de la Villa con la Lonja del Ayuntamiento entre los dos, fruto de las distintas
etapas constructivas en la villa. El portal de San Roque, del siglo XIV, es el
mas antiguo. En unos de sus laterales se construyé una capilla en estilo
barroco. En el siglo XVI, al construirse el Ayuntamiento junto la muralla, se
abrié una nueva parte, el portal de la Villa cuyas paredes podemos ver fosiles
de amonitas incrustados.

LA FONT VELLA

Por sus caracteristicas geologicas, el término de Rafales es rico en fuentes y
manantiales. La Font Vella es una de las mas antiguas y concurridas por su
composicion quimica y mineral baja en cal. Su caudal es abundante y nunca
se ha secado. Segun cuenta la memoria popular, en un momento de sequia
en el siglo XIX, abastecié a dos poblaciones: por el dia a Rafales y por la noche
a los habitantes de Fornoles.

ERMITA DE SAN RAFAEL

Es una construccion del s. XVIII con une curiosa arquitectura, el resulto de las
diversas reformas. Se encuentra, adosada a la ermita la casa del ermitafio. Se
celebra en la ermita una romeria y una comida popular durante la festividad de
San Rafael, el fin de semana mas cercano al 24 de octubre.

MOLI DE L’"HEREU

Es un edificio del siglo XVIII que funcion6é como molino de aceite hasta los 70.
Este molino tenia un papel predominante en la economia de la época dado
que concentraba toda la produccion del pueblo. Cuando cayé en desuso, el
Ayuntamiento lo adquirié y empez6 a principios de los 90 un proyecto de
habilitacion turistica. EI complejo cuenta con restaurante, hotel, SPA y piscina
climatizada. Se encuentra junto a un interesante jardin botanico.



WHAT TO VISIT IN RAFALES

TOWN HALL

Dating from the 16th century, it is in the Renaissance style. Its location is
notable: it is attached to the old wall, above one of the entrance gates. The
entrance arch of the town portal is located on the outer wall, and outside the
walls, the stone staircase that leads to the first floor, the exchange, where the
market was held and the old prison was accessed, stands out.

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION

This church is in the Levantine Gothic style, built in the 14th century on the
foundation of a 13th-century Romanesque church. The work, which was halted
due to the plague in 1348, is the result of several construction stages. This
robust and austere construction is notable for the tower on the Epistle side, the
side where the old cemetery was located outside.

CASTLE OF THE ORDER OF CALATRAVA

Rafales was a village of Arab origin (its name means farmhouse or hamlet) that
depended on Monroyo, under the rule of the Order of Calatrava, until it acquired
the title of town in 1337. It was at this time that the Order built this castle, of
which few vestiges remain, the most important being the remains of the
entrance arch with the Calatrava Cross in its keystone.

LA TORRETA

A defensive construction from the 14th or 15th century that was part of the
medieval town wall that enclosed the town and protected one of the entrances
to the village. It has a square floor plan and a single window at the top. After
losing its defensive function, it became part of the Casa de I'Hereu, a landowner
family.

MAIN SQUARE

This unique L-shaped space houses the town's most monumental buildings,
such as the Church, the Town Hall, and the Plaza Fountain. At its longest point,
it has porticos on both sides. Following a tradition dating back to a grant from
King Pedro IV in 1382, a fair is held here in November.

BOIRA OR MONEJA GATE

In one of the gates in the wall, much of the masonry wall and the semicircular
entrance arch are preserved. A house was built on top, accessed from the side,
an example of traditional folk architecture, with elements such as the carved
wooden railing and the indigo-tinted lime plastered wall.



SAN ROQUE GATE AND VILLAGE GATE

A space of great beauty and complexity where the San Roque and Villa gates
meet, with the Town Hall Exchange between them, the result of the different
construction stages in the town. The San Roque gate, from the 14th century, is
the oldest. A Baroque-style chapel was built on one of its sides. In the 16th
century, when the Town Hall was built next to the wall, a new section was
opened: the Villa gate, whose walls contain embedded ammonite fossils.

LA FONT VELLA

Due to its geological characteristics, the area of Rafales is rich in springs and
fountains. La Font Vella is one of the oldest and most visited, thanks to its low-
limescale mineral and chemical composition. Its flow is abundant and has
never dried up. According to popular memory, during a drought in the 19th
century, it supplied water to two towns: Rafales during the day and the
inhabitants of Fornoles at night.

HERMITAGE OF SAN RAFAEL

This is an 18th-century building with a peculiar architecture, the result of
various renovations. The hermit's house is attached to the hermitage. A
pilgrimage and a popular meal are held at the hermitage during the festival of
San Rafael, the weekend closest to October 24.

MOLI DE L'HEREU

This 18th-century building operated as an olive oil mill until the 1970s. This mill
played a key role in the economy at the time, as it concentrated all of the town's
production. When it fell into disuse, the Town Council acquired it and began a
tourism development project in the early 1990s. The complex includes a
restaurant, hotel, spa, and heated pool. It is located next to an interesting
botanical garden.



Datos del
municipio
Provincia: TERUEL

o

el

|

1

o “‘ -‘7 o' %

Comarca; MATARRANA/MATARRANYA

CP: 44589

Alcalde: JOSE RAMON ARRUFAT GAUCHOLA
Habitantes: 150

978 856 150

E.mail:ayuntamiento@rafales.es
www.rafales.es
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